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ACN Partners With PETsMART
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005 will be the year we hit adoption records! We are thrilled to
have been selected as the adoption partner for the new PETsMART
store opening in February in the Super
Wal-Mart Plaza in Asheville. Beginning
with the grand opening on Saturday,
February 5, 2005, all ACN adoption
events will be held at PETsMART. Not
only will PETsMART be hosting our
monthly adoption day on the first
Saturday of every month, plus midmonth adoption events, now our foster
cats will be showcased in the store
seven days a week! Individual cats will
be rotated in and out on a weekly
basis, but ACN cats will reside in the
store 24/7 for maximum exposure to
potential adopters. All screenings and
adoptions will still be handled by ACN
staffers and held to our high standards.

Volunteers Needed—One Hour Only
Do you wish you could volunteer,
but don’t have much time? Here’s your
chance to volunteer one hour a week,
or more if you can. ACN needs one
volunteer every morning and another
every evening, seven days a week, to
scoop litter boxes, provide food and
water, and give love and socialization
to the cats in residence. Please note
that we cannot miss even one shift –
the cats need us – so please only sign
up if you can absolutely commit to your
shift. We will also need some emergency back-ups and vacation reliefs.
If you are interested, please call 2584820, select the volunteer line, and
leave your name and number plus a
message saying you are interested in
cat care at PETsMART. See you at
PETsMART!

2005 Subaru Adoptathon
Saturday and Sunday
May 7 and 8
11am to 5pm at PETsMART
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Upcoming events
February
22: Dining for Pets, see page 3

March
5:

Adoption Day, 11am-3pm, PETsMART

19: Shot Clinic, 1-4pm, At Play With
Sparky
29: Fundraising Committee Meeting,
6:30-8pm, At Play With Sparky

April
2:

Adoption Day, 11am-3pm, PETsMART

12: General Membership Meeting,
7-9pm, EarthFare
26: Fundraising Committee Meeting,
6:30-8pm, At Play With Sparky

May
7-8: Subaru Adoptathon, 11am-5pm,
PETsMART
14: Anti-Cruelty Walk, Asheville Humane
Society
21: Shot Clinic, 1-4pm, TBA

585 Tunnel Road
Tuesday, February 22, 2005
See page 3 for details.

298-9600

ACN’s Four-Paw Business Sponsor
See page 3.

31: Fundraising Committee Meeting,
6:30-8pm, At Play With Sparky
For the most current calendar information, go
to www.animalcompassionnetwork.org or call
828-258-4820 and select the events line.

From the Director’s Desk by Executive Director Eileen Bouressa

T

he Bouressa household is a
perfect example of balance:
three cats and three dogs. It
wasn't planned that way; it's just how
things happened over the years.
However, the perfect balance of
species ends with our own animals.
When it comes to our foster animals,
they strangely come in absolute cycles
of cat, cat, cat or dog, dog, dog. And I
don't know how it happens. I have
never gone looking for an animal to
rescue. Why should I when they all
seem to find me with such ease? (And
their methods are polar opposites –
the dogs usually come crashing onto
the highway in front of my car, while
the cats just seem to suddenly appear
wherever I am.) I don't decide which
ones to try to rescue … I chase them all
and just come home with the successes.
Right now, I just happen to be in the
midst of a whole lot of cat successes.
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Actually, it was my husband Brian
who started this particular cat cycle.
He's the one who rescued Mac from
the MacGuffy's parking lot in
Hendersonville. Now, mind you, Mac
had never been inside before and was
pretty adamant about keeping it that
way, but when my husband is actually
the one wanting to bring home a stray,
there is no way I was going to discourage him. In fact, this was a major
breakthrough, even if it meant fostering a cat who spent the first three
weeks under the dishwasher….
We knew that Mac needed a lot of
attention and socialization, so we
decided to concentrate on him and not
have any other fosters for a while. The
Universe had other plans for us. It was
a Friday morning and I was following
up on a cat situation at a local conference center. I had rescued a stray cat
from them previously, and they had
called to tell me they had another one
needing help. I was calling back to tell
them I was still working on a foster
home, when they emailed me that the
cat had followed some children into
their room and the parents had complained. They had called animal control
and the cat had already been picked
up that past Monday. I quickly did the
math and realized that as a stray, she
would have been given 72 hours,
which would have ended the day
before. I was too late.
Acting on sheer hope now, I immediately called the shelter and described
the cat to Jim, the shelter assistant
manager. To my relief, he told me that
since Monday had been a holiday, the
cat wasn't actually picked up until
Tuesday, which would have made that

day, Friday, her last day. I heard him
put the phone down and radio the
euthanasia room to stop all procedures. He then ran back there and
came back to report that he found her
– she had been the next in line to be
euthanized.

Georgia
Obviously, this cat was destined to
live and I was destined to be her foster
mom, so off I went to the shelter to pick
her up. Two foster cats – still not
unmanageable. However, when I
arrived, Jim shocked me by asking if I
wanted her two kittens, too. The
people at the conference center hadn't
mentioned any kittens, but how could I
save the mother and not her children?
So then there were four – Mac,
Georgia, the mother, and Simba and
Akimba, her kittens.

Mac and the Twins
The twist to this whole story came
when I called back to the conference
center to tell them that the cat was
safe. When I mentioned the kittens,
they told me that the two weren't
Georgia's kittens. They belonged to a
continued on page 6

One-Paw Business Sponsors
Please support our generous business sponsors:
Asheville Court Reporting, Inc.
Carolina Laser Cosmetics
Susan Chitwood-Barton Law Office
Timothy Finger, PA
Ganly & Ramer

Get Vocal Entertainment, Inc.
Jackson D. Hamilton, Attorney
Salmonhawk Designs
& Web Enterprises
Jack W. Stewart

Dining for Pets

Pet Projects

L

ast year’s Dining for Pets was a
great success. Local restaurants join with us again this
year on National Spay Day – Tuesday,
February 22, 2005 – to raise money
and awareness for our four-legged
friends. Participating restaurants have
generously agreed to donate 20% of
that day’s net sales to Animal
Compassion Network to support our
Low-Cost Spay/Neuter and Foster
Care Programs. See Pet Projects, on
the right, to see what we accomplished
through these programs in 2004.
If you would like to support this
cause and enjoy a wonderful meal at
one of our unique local restaurants and
bistros, plan to eat out on Tuesday,
February 22, at one of the restaurants
listed, right.
A special thank you to Julie
Wunder, WLOS-TV personality and
animal lover, who joins us in this effort
as our celebrity spokesperson.

A

Tuesday, Feb. 22
lunch and dinner at:
Bistro 1896
Early Girl Eatery
Expressions
(Hendersonville)
Grovewood Café
Southside Café
Trillium, a Bistro
Tupelo Honey
Please go to our website
for the latest information
about participating restaurants.
www.animalcompassionnetwork.org
Logo courtesy of Lauronda Morrow,
ThreeSheets:Design (828) 712-0861

nimal Compassion Network is
the largest no-kill animal
welfare
organization
in
Western North Carolina. We serve as
an alternative to the traditional shelter
by fostering abandoned and unwanted
dogs and cats in our region and
adopting them into carefully screened,
loving homes. We also work with the
community by offering low-cost and
no-cost spaying and neutering, education on responsible pet care, and lowcost vaccination clinics.
In 2004, we had record results:
730 animals were sterilized through
our no-cost and low-cost spay/neuter
programs, an increase of 41% over
2003. We also brought more awareness to the importance of spaying and
neutering through our fundraising and
publicity campaigns. In addition, ACN
gave sanctuary in our foster care network to 224 cats and 293 dogs, most
of whom have now been adopted into
their forever homes.
We couldn’t have done it without
you – thank you to our loyal long-term
members and hard-working volunteers, plus the 103 new members and
138 new volunteers who joined our
ranks in 2004!
ACN would like to extend a special
thank you to Jon Amos, DVM, for
his heroics in saving "Weasel" after
he had been hit by a car. Thanks,
Doc!

A Four-Paw Salute to Prestige Subaru
ACN’s Four-Paw Business Sponsor

P

restige Subaru at 585 Tunnel Road in Asheville has signed on as an ACN FourPaw Business Sponsor. Additionally, they hosted our monthly adoption day on
December 11, 2004, where we had tremendous adoption success. The animals,
volunteers, and adopters even had a surprise visit from Santa, who posed for souvenir
pictures, courtesy of Get Vocal Entertainment. Please support Prestige Subaru as they
have supported us.
If you would like to join us as a Business Sponsor, please call 299-7173 for details.
Sponsorship levels: Four-Paw – $1000; Three-Paw – $500; Two-Paw – $250; One-Paw
– $100.
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Happy Tails! Valentine wishes
In lieu of Happy Tails this issue, we are instead running the Valentine’s Day wishes of some of our foster pets. Can you
make these wishes into real Happy Tails? Go to www.animalcompassionnetwork.org, call 258-4820 and leave a
message, or come see us at our next adoption day at PETsMART.

Brenda Bear and Big Bear
Five little Bears with no hope it seemed
Came to ACN with one little dream
Panda and Brown Bear found families to go to
Then PT got adopted, leaving only us two!
I’m Brenda Bear, enthusiastic from the start
Take me home and I’ll love you with all of my heart!
My name is Big Bear. I hope with all my might
That someone will give me a home that’s just right.
Brenda Bear and Big Bear are Valentine’s Day Babies
– they will both be two years old on February 14. They
would love to celebrate their birthdays at home. They are
shepherd/retriever mixes, house-trained, up-to-date on
shots, and altered.

Mac
I’ve learned to love an indoor existence
No more dumpster-diving for dinner
If you took me home, there’d be no resistance
Being yours, I’d feel like a winner
All I ask is your love and attention
A warm bed, good food, and a toy
Patience, and food – did I mention?
These things will bring me great joy
Love, Mac
Mac is about a year old, up-to-date on shots,
house-trained, and altered. He is somewhat
shy, but comes around with time and
patience. He likes other cats and dogs, too.
Read about his “family,” page 2.

Bailey
Big Bear
Brenda Bear

Kip
I’m looking for a permanent place
To hang my hat (if I had one)
Where I can adjust at my own pace
And find my spot (in the sun)

A belly rub is something I’d love
A forever home, and friendship
If you see yourself described above
Please call ACN; ask for Kip

I’ve learned to live with other cats
But prefer only one or two pets
I wouldn’t say I’m a lap cat
And kids – well, they make me upset
I’m shy, but affectionate, you’ll find
If I had my way, I’d be a man’s cat
But some women have been really
kind
So I think I could get used to that
Caring, Winter 2005, page 4

Kip is about five years old, up-to-date
on shots, altered, and declawed. He
is not good with small children.

Know how I will play with you?
Gaily!
When will I thank you for adopting
me? Daily!
Don’t forget my name – it’s Bailey.
I’m waiting for you – don’t fail me!
Bailey is a
corgi/
shepherd
mix who was
rescued
during a
sleet storm;
he had
been tied to
a tree and
left alone for two weeks. He is
well-mannered and brave, very
enthusiastic, and enjoys active play.
He is up-to-date on shots, housetrained, and altered.

Happy Tails! Valentine wishes, cont’d.
My days on the street are at an end
I love my new life indoors
Now, if care and patience to me you extend
You’ll find love doesn’t rain, but it pours

Little Guy

I’m sweet, ‘though I have a strong will
I don’t really love kids the best
So I think that you’ll fill the bill
With that proverbial “empty nest”
(mmm –> nest –> birds) Sorry, where was I?
On Frieda you can depend;
If you offer a home, safe and dry
I promise a forever friend!
Frieda is a three- to four-year-old, lovely
orange and
white cat, who
is up-to-date on
shots, housetrained, altered,
and declawed.
She gets along
with other cats
but is not good
with small
children.

Frieda

roses are red,
violets are blue
but dogs are color blind,
so I never knew
one thing I do know:
I need a new home
so I thought I’d try my paw
at writing this po’m
they named me Little Guy ‘cause I was just bones and skin
they said I’d get my forever name when I find the yang to my yin
my other half, my best friend, the foot to my shoe
my perfect fit, my family; in other words – you!
Little Guy, an adult Bernese Mountain Dog mix, is sweet, lovable, and likes to cuddle. He plays well with other dogs. He likes
riding in the car, going for walks, and going to the dog park. He
is up-to-date on shots and altered. Little Guy does not trust small
children – he’s had a bad prior experience.

Ernie

Tasha and Midnight
2 good
2 be
4 gotten

a mother and a son
affection – you’ll find a lot in
these dogs so full of fun

1 mom
1 son
2 love you

bravely living through so much
now only yearning for the ones who
will offer their loving touch

Gentle Ben
Midnight

Tasha

Tasha was found
abandoned with six
Tasha loves every person she’s ever met puppies. She is
but with dogs she can be defensive
gentle, affectionate,
she’d probably be best as an only pet
and great with kids.
she’s friendly, but apprehensive
Midnight, almost a
year old, is good
Midnight, the last of the litter
with other dogs and
saw siblings go to homes a-new
with cats. He’s
but, oh, don’t think that he’s bitter
energetic, outgoing,
he’s just been waiting for you!
and irresistible!

I’m a big beautiful boy
With a great fluffy tail
My yellow eyes will hypnotize you
My love will never fail

Poncho

I’ll sit on your lap by day
I’ll help you at your computer
I have a soft voice for such a big boy
You’ll think you’ve heard nothing cuter
I’m usually quiet, but like to play
At night, I cuddle with others
Timmy
I’d love to come home and live with you
And will you also bring one of my brothers?
Love, Gentle Ben
Gentle Ben is up-to-date on shots,
already house-trained, and altered.
Go to our website to see Gentle
Ben’s brothers: Poncho, Ernie,
and Timmy, and his sister, Muffin.

Muffin
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Director’s Letter cont’d.
feral mother who lived in the woods
behind the center. That explained all
the hissing. Well, I certainly wasn't
going to return them after their lives
had just been spared, so we resigned
ourselves to a heck of a lot more
socializing. But Georgia? Wow. She is
the sweetest, most loving cat I've ever
met. She took over mothering those
kittens as if they were born to her, and
Mac has since claimed them all as his
family. They all sleep together and
groom each other in my window seat
all day long. Mac and the kittens, with
Georgia's coaxing, have all come so
far and have become a social part of
the household. Now Mac proudly
parades through the house with
Georgia and the kittens walking right
behind him like a scene straight out of
Disney.

Last week, we got a pet sitter and
embarked on a family road trip to
Florida. I love all 10 of the animals currently sharing my small home, but I
was looking forward to a little break. At
our first rest stop, wouldn't you know
we happened upon two starving dogs
foraging for food? We gave good
chase but couldn't catch them, so we
were forced to drive off leaving a small
mound of road-trip snacks for them.
For whatever reason, they were not in
the master plan for us. Perhaps we

were just still in our cat cycle. A little
while later, my sister-in-law called to see
when we would be arriving and to warn
me she would be needing my help.
Sure enough, the help she needed
was with a stray cat who was hanging
out under her son's window crying and
scaring him. I set out a plate of food
and waited. Within moments of hearing
my first "Here, kitty, kitty, kitty," she
showed herself – a beautiful Tuxedo
cat we named Gator. She was a delight
and easy to pick up and cuddle. She
obviously had once had a home with
someone who had given her a lot of
love – a far cry from her current existence of fleas and starvation. I called
all of the rescue groups in the area,
talked to neighbors, and tried unsuccessfully to find out if
she had been reported
missing or was wanted
by anyone. Most felt she
was just one of the thousands of animals lost in
the wake of the Florida
hurricanes. By the day
we were leaving, it
became clear that we
were out of options for
her, and she was to
become
foster
cat
Gator
number five.
I would probably be feeling much
more pressure than I do right now with
five foster cats, but ACN has just been
given a wonderful opportunity to help
us find homes for them all. ( I can't help
but marvel at the way things always
seem to work themselves out.) The

new Asheville PETsMART has invited
ACN to become its Adoption Affiliate
and has given us room to display a
dozen of our rescued cats right there in
the store and to hold dog adoption
events as often as we want them. We
are hopeful that this new program is
going to help us find forever homes for
hundreds of animals this year. I am
very excited to see the bright future of
my five foster cats when their turn
comes. And, yes, I am going to remain
an optimist and hope that someone is
looking to adopt four cats at once so
Mac can keep his little makeshift family
together. Hey, stranger things have
happened. (See more on Mac, page 4.)
We still need many more ACN
Emergency Foster Homes (see story,
next page), especially with the new
PETsMART program. And we always
welcome soft hearts (our Public
Partners) who are willing to foster the
strays who unexpectedly come into
their lives. But with our concerted
spay/neuter efforts, PETsMART adoptions, and you, it is conceivable that
one day soon, there will be no need for
a euthanasia line at the shelter like the
one from which Georgia and the kittens were spared. We're well on our
way to that day. But until we're there, I
know it's just a matter of time before
the next dog jumps in front of my car or
cat meows outside a window. I will take
them home, because it's the right thing
to do. And, thanks to your support of
ACN, I will be able to find them all
loving homes.

Eileen

Ca$h for Critter$

The Kindest Cut

With our CA$H FOR CRITTER$ program, you can
turn in your used ink cartridges to benefit animals
in need in Western North Carolina. ACN receives as
much as $12 per cartridge. The program now accepts
cell phones, too. If you would like to collect cartridges
and cell phones at your business (we will arrange for
pickup) or would like to know where the closest
drop-off location is, please call Ron Dvoretz at 683-0323
or email wolffegang@aol.com.

The staff of West One Salon (43½ Broadway, downtown
Asheville) has generously offered to donate to ACN 10%
of the cost of hair, makeup, or facial waxing
services for the entire month of March. The salon is
open Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 10 to 7,
Wednesdays from 11:30 to 8, and Saturdays from 10
to 5. Appointments are suggested; call 254-5633 and
mention ACN when booking your appointment. Please
stop by the salon, and thank them for their support of ACN.
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Spay/Neuter Assistance for Low-Income Pet Owners

A

CN has received a $7,500
grant designated specifically for
low-income individuals who
need assistance with the expense of
spaying or neutering their pets. We
especially encourage owners of largebreed puppies and dogs to apply – the
grant guidelines specify that we sterilize a minimum of 50% large-breed
dogs with these funds. Call 258-4820,
select the spay/neuter line, and leave

your name and number plus a request
for more information about low-income
vouchers. Vouchers will also be available at our shot clinics and adoption
days (see calendar, page 1). Co-pays
are strongly encouraged. Please note
that the grant is not intended for any
animals belonging to or destined for
a rescue group or shelter or for
“unowned” animals and feral cats.
Large-breed dogs and
puppies encouraged.

Remember:
Buncombe County
now requires that
pets be sterilized
or that the owner
pay $100 for an
unaltered pet
permit.

Foster Homes Needed

B

ecause of our new partnership
with PETsMART, we expect
record-high adoptions in 2005,
which means more dogs and cats that
we can accept into the network, saving
them from homelessness, neglect
and abuse, unwanted litters, and
euthanasia. More dogs and cats
means more foster homes. Can you
open your heart and your home to a
dog, puppy, cat, or kitten?
We are currently accepting applications for ACN Emergency Foster
Homes. In addition to our Public
Partners, who come to us asking for
help in rehoming their own pets or

strays they have found and are asked
to foster the animals in their own
homes, ACN accepts a limited number
of cats and dogs in dire circumstances
and places them into ACN Emergency
Foster Homes. Some of these animals
are transferred from shelters moments
before they are to be euthanized,
others are rescued from situations of
neglect, and still others come to us as
extremely adoptable animals who
need just a brief sanctuary while
awaiting new families.
ACN provides the foster pets of
both Public Partners and Emergency
Fosters with spay or neuter surgery,

Make a Lasting Impression

vaccinations, worming, testing, and
microchipping. In addition, the pets in
ACN Emergency Foster care receive
flea treatment, pet food, toys, supplies
(litterboxes, kennels), and all medical
expenses, including routine and emergency care according to our guidelines. All that is asked of you is love
and socialization.
Fostering these animals until they
go on to loving forever homes will
touch a special place in your heart!
If you or someone you know is
interested, please call 258-4820
today and leave a message on the
volunteer line.

Coming Soon

Y

ou have made it clear that
ACN’s mission is dear to your
heart. Have you considered
making a gift to the animals one of
your final wishes? You can include a
bequest to ACN in your will, or designate ACN as the beneficiary of one of
your life insurance policies (premiums
are tax-deductible). Other options are
available – see your attorney or financial advisor. But some tips: Clearly
identify our full legal name, address,
and EIN; for instance:
I bequeath to ANIMAL COMPASSION
NETWORK, PO Box 1704, Skyland,
NC 28776; EIN: 56-2080050, the sum
of _________________ (or description
of insurance policy, property, or percentage of estate)...

Watch for ACN’s
newest program:

Caring for Life.

... and be sure to share your wishes
with your family.

Ensure that
your pets are
provided for
after you’re gone.
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Find your new best friend
at our Web site:
www.animalcompassionnetwork.org

How Can You Help?
Become a Member: Animal Compassion
Network is the largest non-profit, no-kill animal rescue organization in Western North
Carolina. ACN finds loving, permanent
homes for unwanted cats and dogs, helps to
reduce unwanted litters through low- and
no-cost spay/neuter programs, promotes
animal health by offering low-cost vaccination clinics, and feeds hungry pets through
our Pet Food Assistance Program. When
you join ACN, your tax-deductible dues go
toward food, shelter, medical attention, and
vaccinations for our animals, as well as to
fund our life-saving and life-improving programs. As a member, you will receive this
quarterly newsletter and a membership
package that includes discounts and offers
from local businesses.
Already a Member?: Volunteers are needed to provide foster care; to staff adoption
fairs, vaccination clinics, and fundraising
events; to assist with marketing, public education, and community outreach; and to
assist with clerical, office, and phone duties.
If you have a special talent or service that
you would like to offer, please let us know.
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Membership dues are tax-deductible. Fill out the form below, make your check or money
order payable to ACN, and mail to Animal Compassion Network, PO Box 1704, Skyland,
NC 28776. Or, go to www.animalcompassionnetwork.org to complete this form online.

Join ACN:
Saving Lives Four Paws at a Time

Name ____________________________________
Address __________________________________

__ Yes, I would like to join ACN.
Circle type of membership:
Individual: $15 • Family: $25
Friend: $50 • Contributor: $100
Benefactor: $250 • Patron: $1,000
Founder: $2,500
__ I would also like to volunteer.
Circle areas you are interested in:
Foster care • Adoption events
PETsMART cat care • Shot clinics
Fundraising • Marketing/advertising
Public education • Clerical/office work
Phone team • Outreach
Pickup/distribution of pet food and equip.

________________________________________
Phone

__________________________________

E-mail

__________________________________

__ Please correspond with me via e-mail.
__ Send my quarterly newsletter via email.
Membership dues (see types, left):

$_______

Additional donation (optional):

$_______

Total enclosed:

$_______

__ Please make this
__ a gift for

____________________________

__ in memory of

________________________

__ and send an acknowledgement card to:
Name ____________________________________
Address __________________________________
__________________________________________
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